Review: ‘Bhagwat Gita to Dasam Granth Sahib’ (Nanak Singh Nishter).
Charnjit Singh Bal
Note:-Excerpts from Nanak Singh Nishter’s article under review are scribed verbatim
within quotation marks. Our arguments and comments are italicizes.

Another addition to the clique of Dasam Granth mongers, RSS, cultist sectarians
Sikh Guru pretenders, Sikh seminarians (Taksali), fundamentalists, Punjabi (Bhagauti)
University academics, modern day Mahants, Pujaris aka Jathedars/Singh-Sahibs, et al,
is Nanak Singh Nishter. He enters into the anonymous author/s’ bundle of mythology,
eroticism, polytheism and idolatry, Dasam Granth controversy fray with his article titled
‘Bhagwat Gita to Dasam Granth Sahib’.

The article’s title and contents reveal author’s prejudices that Guru Gobind Singh
composed Guru Granth’s antithesis Dasam Granth drawing inspiration from Bhagwat
Gita, an ancient Hindu ruling family feud allegory and mythological characters from
Hindu Upnishdas and Puranas. But he does not offer any new substantive arguments,
or references, just run of the mill old conjectures and canards in his ilk’s jargon.

“From merely saintliness the Sikhs were developed to be the saint soldiers. They
imbibe further the martial spirit of heroism in living and fighting.....Shri Guru Gobind
Singh Ji (1666-1708) required some characters for describing the scenes of the battles
in poetry to depict as heroes and heroines of war and worship. Instead of any
imaginary characters, he preferred to choose the mythological characters of Upnishads
(Upnishdas) and Puranas, which were familiar to the folk, and other famous tales of the
world. Some people are wrongly quoting it to prove that Sikhism is an offshoot of
Hinduism. Our so-called writers, for cheap popularity and mental reservation (?), create
unwarranted one or other controversies about Shri Dasam Granth Sahib without going
through the text and its spirit.”

As gleaned from authentic Sikh Scriptural anthology Guru Granth and historical
accounts Sikh Gurus’ mission was to infuse patriotism, chivalry, intrepidity, equanimity
in the servile Indian society wilting under tyrannical Muslim, Imperialism and Jihad.

The Term Martial spirit is synonym of militancy, belligerence, etc. idiosyncrasies
inherent in gladiators, aggressors, imperialists, militants, terrorists and tyrants.

Mythology means ‘volume of myths and legends’. The author’s conjecture, ‘instead
of imaginary characters Guru Gobind Singh preferred mythological characters of Hindu
Upnishdas and Puranas to describe scenes of battle in poetry’, and censure of people
claiming ‘Sikhism is offshoot of Hinduism’ is rather absurd. In canonical Sikh creed there
are references to dogmas and characters in creeds and mythologies of other religions
but no evidence of preference for Hindu mythological characters. We quote verses from
so-called Dasam Granth to refute author and his ilk’s allegations
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“Shri Dasam Granth Sahib is the scripture of 10™ Guru Shri Guru Gobind Singh Ji’s
compositions. Bhai Mani Singh Ji was a Diwan (minster) of Guru Sahib and had an
acquaintance since childhood. He spent nine years for tracing and collecting whatever
could be salvaged or whatever Sikhs had preserved. And compiled it at Amritsar in
1734 some 26 years after the death of Guru Sahib... After Bhai Mani Singh’s Ji was
martyred in 1938 the controversy aroused over the authenticity of the compositions
included and referred to the Sikh divines (?). The discussions were prolonged and made
to depend on the fate of of a military expedition. In 1740, Massa Rangadh committed a
heinous crime of converting Harmandir Sahib into a dancing hall where he smoked and
wined. It was agreed that if Bhai Mehtab Singh of Mirankot returns successful, the
volume of Shri Dasam Granth Sahib would be kept intact. He killed the Massa and
returned alive thus the controversy was solved.”

Evidently, there was no Dasam Granth during Dasmesh Guru’s time hence it wasn’t
canonized or sanctioned as a Sikh scripture. And, since its authenticity controversy was
resolved on dicey outcome of Mehtab Singh and Sukha Singh’s do-or-die venture to
behead Massa for desecration of holy Sikh shrine, Harimandir, and not by educated
debate or on theological merit, belies author and his ilk’s bogey that it is a Sikh
scripture. Neither is there any compelling evidence in the Guru’s contemporary authors’
works that he composed or redacted it or preached from it.

“The Sikh greeting ‘Sat Sri Akal’ which is actually a Jaikara (War cry — Jo Bole So
Nihal, Sat Sri Akal) which replaced ‘Waheguru Ji ka Khalsa, Waheguru Ji ki Fateh’ was
revived.”

‘Sat Sri Akal’ literally means, ‘The eternal God is ultimate reality’. The Sikhs chant at
end of liturgical litany similar to Christian Amen; shout enthusiastically as a solidarity
slogan to confront aggression or utter it as a greeting. The assertions it is a ‘war cry’
and it replaced ‘Waheguru Ji ka Khalsa, Waheguru Ji ki Fateh’ smack of mediocre or
dubious scholarship. See N. B. 1990-93 Mahan Kosh, page 148.

‘Dasam Granth Sahib is revered equally with the Shri Guru Granth Sahib, But it
does not enjoy the same status, nor does it rank theologically as Shabad-Guru as Shri
Guru Granth Sahib. In earlier days they were seated side by side at the high pedestal in
Gurdwaras.”

We reproduce account of celebrated scholar Bhai Vir Singh and Sikh luminaries’
inquiry and ruling that put an end to some devious Sikhs’ complicity to setup Dasam
Granth recitation service at Akal Takht and SGPC'’s reply to S. Santokh Singh. The
account and reply debunk author and ilk’s canards.
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