
Review: ‘Bhagwat Gita to Dasam Granth Sahib’ (Nanak Singh Nishter). 
Charnjit Singh Bal 

Note:-Excerpts from Nanak Singh Nishter’s article under review are scribed verbatim 
within quotation marks. Our arguments and comments are italicizes. 

Another addition to the clique of Dasam Granth mongers, RSS, cultist sectarians 
Sikh Guru pretenders, Sikh seminarians (Taksali), fundamentalists, Punjabi (Bhagauti) 
University academics, modern day Mahants, Pujaris aka Jathedars/Singh-Sahibs, et al, 
is Nanak Singh Nishter. He enters into the anonymous author/s’ bundle of mythology, 
eroticism, polytheism and idolatry, Dasam Granth controversy fray with his article titled 
‘Bhagwat Gita to Dasam Granth Sahib’. 

The article’s title and contents reveal author’s prejudices that Guru Gobind Singh 
composed Guru Granth’s antithesis Dasam Granth drawing inspiration from Bhagwat 
Gita, an ancient Hindu ruling family feud allegory and mythological characters from 
Hindu Upnishdas and Puranas. But he does not offer any new substantive arguments, 
or references, just run of the mill old conjectures and canards in his ilk’s jargon. 

“From merely saintliness the Sikhs were developed to be the saint soldiers. They 
imbibe further the martial spirit of heroism in living and fighting…..Shri Guru Gobind 
Singh Ji (1666-1708) required some characters for describing the scenes of the battles 
in poetry to depict as heroes and heroines of war and worship. Instead of any 
imaginary characters, he preferred to choose the mythological characters of Upnishads 
(Upnishdas) and Puranas, which were familiar to the folk, and other famous tales of the 
world. Some people are wrongly quoting it to prove that Sikhism is an offshoot of 
Hinduism. Our so-called writers, for cheap popularity and mental reservation (?), create 
unwarranted one or other controversies about Shri Dasam Granth Sahib without going 
through the text and its spirit.” 

As gleaned from authentic Sikh Scriptural anthology Guru Granth and historical 
accounts Sikh Gurus’ mission was to infuse patriotism, chivalry, intrepidity, equanimity 
in the servile Indian society wilting under tyrannical Muslim, Imperialism and Jihad. 

The Term Martial spirit is synonym of militancy, belligerence, etc. idiosyncrasies 
inherent in gladiators, aggressors, imperialists, militants, terrorists and tyrants. 

Mythology means ‘volume of myths and legends’. The author’s conjecture, ‘instead 
of imaginary characters Guru Gobind Singh preferred mythological characters of Hindu 
Upnishdas and Puranas to describe scenes of battle in poetry’, and censure of people 
claiming ‘Sikhism is offshoot of Hinduism’ is rather absurd. In canonical Sikh creed there 
are references to dogmas and characters in creeds and mythologies of other religions 
but no evidence of preference for Hindu mythological characters. We quote verses from 
so-called Dasam Granth to refute author and his ilk’s allegations  
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“Shri Dasam Granth Sahib is the scripture of 10th Guru Shri Guru Gobind Singh Ji‟s 
compositions. Bhai Mani Singh Ji was a Diwan (minster) of Guru Sahib and had an 
acquaintance since childhood. He spent nine years for tracing and collecting whatever 
could be salvaged or whatever Sikhs had preserved. And compiled it at Amritsar in 
1734 some 26 years after the death of Guru Sahib… After Bhai Mani Singh‟s Ji was 
martyred in 1938 the controversy aroused over the authenticity of the compositions 
included and referred to the Sikh divines (?). The discussions were prolonged and made 
to depend on the fate of of a military expedition. In 1740, Massa Rangadh committed a 
heinous crime of converting Harmandir Sahib into a dancing hall where he smoked and 
wined. It was agreed that if Bhai Mehtab Singh of Mirankot returns successful, the 
volume of Shri Dasam Granth Sahib would be kept intact. He killed the Massa and 
returned alive thus the controversy was solved.” 

Evidently, there was no Dasam Granth during Dasmesh Guru’s time hence it wasn’t 
canonized or sanctioned as a Sikh scripture. And, since its authenticity controversy was 
resolved on dicey outcome of Mehtab Singh and Sukha Singh’s do-or-die venture to 
behead Massa for desecration of holy Sikh shrine, Harimandir, and not by educated 
debate or on theological merit, belies author and his ilk’s bogey that it is a Sikh 
scripture. Neither is there any compelling evidence in the Guru’s contemporary authors’ 
works that he composed or redacted it or preached from it. 

“The Sikh greeting „Sat Sri Akal‟ which is actually a Jaikara (War cry – Jo Bole So 
Nihal, Sat Sri Akal) which replaced „Waheguru Ji ka Khalsa, Waheguru Ji ki Fateh‟ was 
revived.” 

‘Sat Sri Akal’ literally means, ‘The eternal God is ultimate reality’. The Sikhs chant at 
end of liturgical litany similar to Christian Amen; shout enthusiastically as a solidarity 
slogan to confront aggression or utter it as a greeting. The assertions ‘it is a ‘war cry’ 
and it ‘replaced ‘Waheguru Ji ka Khalsa, Waheguru Ji ki Fateh’ smack of mediocre or 
dubious scholarship. See N. B. 1990-93 Mahan Kosh, page 148. 

“Dasam Granth Sahib is revered equally with the Shri Guru Granth Sahib, But it 
does not enjoy the same status, nor does it rank theologically as Shabad-Guru as Shri 
Guru Granth Sahib. In earlier days they were seated side by side at the high pedestal in 
Gurdwaras.” 

We reproduce account of celebrated scholar Bhai Vir Singh and Sikh luminaries’ 
inquiry and ruling that put an end to some devious Sikhs’ complicity to setup Dasam 
Granth recitation service at Akal Takht and SGPC’s reply to S. Santokh Singh. The 
account and reply debunk author and ilk’s canards. 

‚ies vwrI gurU nwnk swihb dy gurpurb dy smyN Kws g`l dyKx ivc AweI ik Akwl qKq dy drSnI 

cbUqry au`qy dsm gRMQ dw AKMf pwT r`iKAw igAw[ ieh Swied AwpxI iksm dw pihlw mOkw hY, jdoN dsm 

gRMQ dw AKMf pwT eyQy r`iKAw igAw[ ies pwT qoN pVHI ilKI is`K jnqw ivc crcw c`lI[ cMgw hovy jy Akwl 

qKq swihb dy jQydwr swihb dsm gRMQ dy ies qrHW dy pwT r`Ky jwx dI purwqn mrXwdw hox bwbq koeI pqw 

dyx qW jo ik sMgqW ivc ieh iKAwl nw rhy ik koeI nvW irvwj qoirAw jw irhw hY[‛ BweI vIr isMG 

sMpwidq Kwlsw smwcwr, 1 jnvrI 1942[ 



‚pwTkW nUM Xwd hovygw ik ipCly idnIN Akwl qkq swihb ivKy dsm gRMQ dy do pwT r`KY gey sn qy 

ausy Adb qy sqkwr nwl r`Ky gey sn, ijs rIqI nwl gurU gRMQ swihb jI dy r`Ky jWdy hn[ ‘Kwlsw 

smwcwr’ ny ies au`qy mu`K lyK ilK ky pu`C kIqI sI, ijs au`qy Akwl qKq swihb dy jQydwr swihb ny ieh 

mwmlw SRomxI gurdvwrw pRbMDk kmytI pws ByiAw aus ny AwpnI Dwrmk sb-kmytI dy spurd kIqw[ igAwnI 

Syr isMG, jo ik sb-kmytI dy mYNbr hn, Awpxy AKbwr ‘pMjwb’ ivc ilKdy hn‛:- 

‚4 meI nUM Dwrmk sb-kmytI dI mIitMg ShId imSnrI kwlj ivc hoeI, *s`qW ivcoN cwr mYNbr* 

sRImwn igAwnI Syr isMG, isMG swihb igAwnI mohn isNMG, jQydwr Akwl qKq swihb, pRo: qyjw isMG qy pRo: 

gMgw isMG sn[ PYslw hoieAw ik, ‘dsm gRMQ dw AKMf pwT, sDwrn jW spqwhk Awid pwT gurU gRMQ swihb 

dI qrHW ikqy nw kIqw jwvy[ hW ivcwrn dy qOr pr ies dw pVHnw-suxnw lwBdwiek hovygw[ *Dwrmk 

slwhkwr kmytI dy iqn mYNbr bwvw hrikSn isMG, mhMq mUlw isMG hYf gRMQI hirmMdr swihb Aqy ipRMsIpl 

joD isMG ies mqy pRqI sihmqI pihlW pRgt kr cuky sn[‛ 

Bhai Kanh Singh’s Comment 
‚pMifq qwrw isMG jI dI kOj Anuswr srbloh gRMQ BweI suKw isMG dI rcnw hY, jo ptnw swihb dw gRMQI 

sI. AsIN BI srbloh nUM dsmyS dI rcnw mMnx leI iqAwr nhIN, ikaNik ies ivc rUpdIp BwSw ipMgl dw 

izkr AwieAw hY. rUpdIp dI rcnw sMmq 1776 iv`c hoeI hY Aqy klgIDr sMmq 1764 iv`c joqIjoiq smwey 

hn; ieh gRMQ BI A\wx ilKwrIAW dI AnghlI nwl auqnw hI ASu`D hY ijqnw ik dsmgRMQ. mhwn koS, 

’90, ‘93 pM; 167 

< vwihgurU jI kI Pqh 

dPqr SRomxI gurdvwrw pRbMDk kmytI, 

qyjw isMG smuMdrI hwl, sRI AMimRqsr 

nM: 36672, 3-8-1973 

sR: sMqoK isMG 

ksOlI, ihmwcl pRdyS: 

sRImwn jI 

Awp jI dI piqRkw imqI 6-7-73 dy sbMD ivc isMG swihbwn (ig: cyq isMG hYf gRMQI, ig: ikrpwl 

isMG, ig: sohn isMG, gRMQI hrmMdr) Aqy Akwl qKq jQydwr (ig: swDU isMG BOrw) dI rwey hyT ilKy Anuswr 

Awp jI nUM ByjI jWdI hY; 

1) rwj krygw Kwlsw, jo sRI Akwl qKq swihb qy hor gurdvwirAW ivc piVAw jWdw hY, ieh gurmiq dy 

AnukUl hY, ies PYsly qy SMkw nhIN krnI cwhIdI[ 

2) cirqRo pwiKAwn jo dsm gRMQ ivc AMikq hn, ieh dsyS bwxI nhIN[ ieh purwqn ihMdU imiQhwsk 

swKIAW dw auqwrw hY[ 

SuB icMqk shI/- (gurbKS isMG), mIq sk`qr, Drm pRcwr kmytI 

SRomxI gurdvwrw pRbMDk kmytI AmimRqrsr 

For more reviews of Dasam Granth and its touts’ articles visit www.sikhsundesh.net  
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